
When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in 
Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the 

Magi. Matthew 2:16 

One of Herod’s greatest struggles was his insecurity with his position and title. He killed anyone who was a threat to 
his throne. 


Herod’s insecurity probably stemmed from the fact that he wasn’t the rightful King. He was only appointed 
King because of his father’s connection to the Romans. If you can be transparent, what are some of you 

insecurities and where do you think they come from?  

Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “Anyone who wants to be first must be the very last, and the servant 
of all.” Mark 9:35 

The difference between Herod and Jesus is that Herod did everything he could to keep his throne, while Jesus gave 
up His throne to wear robes of flesh and live amongst us. 


If we want to be great in God’s kingdom, we must be servants of all, not rule over people like the world does. 
How has your perspective on servanthood changed since learning about Jesus and in what ways could you 

serve?  

The Book of Matthew is the only gospel that tells the story of Herod’s plan to kill baby Jesus and addresses Jesus’ 
kingship vs Herod’s kingship. 


Many people accept Jesus as their savior but not as their king. Jesus is both savior and king and we should 
out equal emphasis on both. What do you think keeps people from making Jesus their king and living 

accordingly? 
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HEROD

Matthew 2:13-18

Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, 
take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search 
for the child, to destroy him.” And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 

and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, 
“Out of Egypt I called my son.” Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, 

became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two 
years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. Then was fulfilled what 
was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel 

weeping for her children; she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”


